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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/589.866 



Examiner 

Kien T. Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

VOIT, LORNA B. 



Art Unit 

3712 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply v^ithin the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 September 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Clai'm(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a), 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action, 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) O The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment! s) 

1 ) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 



2) [H Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 6) □ Other: 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



Claims 1, 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Luciano 
U.S. Patent 6, 101 ,367. 

Luciano disclosed in Figs. 2 and 3 a key ring (22), an educational key tag (11) 
having means for attaching the tag to the ring, the tag additionally presenting an 
educational challenge (a mathematical question). An appropriate response to the 
challenge presented by the tag (an answer). 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Luciano in view of Shea U.S. Patent 5,492,473. 

In re claim 3, it is noted that the educational challenge and response of Luciano 
appear on the same side on the tag (1 1 ) instead of the manner as set forth in claim 3. 
However, Shea teaches an education apparatus comprising card (20) having a question 
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(20a) on one side and an answer (20b) on the other side as shown in Fig. 8 (see 
column 4, lines 35-36). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the tag of Luciano with the education challenge on one side and the 
response on the other side as taught by Shea for the advantage of allowing a user to 
think and/or analyze the challenge before providing an answer. 

In re claims 7-10, Luciano also suggested that other subject matter besides 
mathematics such as grammar, history, geography, mystery can be used with the 
disclosed system. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the teaching method of Luciano with the language instructional and fact 
recognition apparatus of Shea for the advantage of expanding the teaching subject. 

Claims 4-6 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Luciano. 

Luciano failed to specifically disclosed the material, a spirally wound resilient 
metal key and a key as set forth in these claims. However, regarding the spirally would 
resilient metal and key, such features are very known in the art as evidenced by the 
enclosed references. Therefore, it would have been a matter of design choice to modify 
the key chain of Luciano with any conventional key chain. 

Regarding claims 4-6, Luciano employs a rather high-tech approach to the 
education apparatus by using the digital display (21) and microprocessor chips (17). 
However, it would have been a matter of design choice to manufacture the display (21 ) 
with less expansive material such as a reinforced polymeric composition, and paper 
with polymer laminate for the advantage of reducing the cost. 



Application/Control Number: 09/589,866 
Art Unit: 3712 



Page 4 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The enclosed references show a variety of key chain attachment 
and language teaching system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kien T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2493. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AI\/l-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jacob Ackun can be reached on (703) 308-3867, The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3579 
for regular communications and (703) 305-3579 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308- 



1148. 




Kien T. Nguyen^ 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 3712 



Ktn 

November 16, 2001 
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Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

6/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
-Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes/' on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 



INFORMATION ON HOU TO tKKEC T DRAW INC ( H VNGtS 

1. Correction of Informalities -- 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be l.lcd will, ihe changes n.corporaicd (l.crcm 
Identifying ind.c.a. ,f provided, should include the mie oi .he .nven,.on 
,nventor-s name, and appl.cat.on number, or docke. number (. any) .t an 
pp icatton number has no. been ass.gned .0 the apphcanon If .h.s m orma..on . 
provided, .t must be placed on the Iron, of each shee. - V ' 

Lrmn If corrected drawines are required m a Not.ce ot Allowability (PTOL- 
" Mhe ne "d"^^^^^^^ be filed within the THREE MONTH shonened 

statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions ol ..me 
^^y K o^^^^^^ under the provisions of 37 CFR . . 36(a) or (b) for hiing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing ofa Notice of Allowability The 
drawitigs should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed .0 
the Official Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All Changes to the drawmgs, other than mformal.ucs aoied by ^"^/^^^^^JP^;^^" . 
MUST bt made in the same manner as above except tha,. normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be .ncorpora.ed into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before .he application w,ll be 
allowed No changes will be permuted to be made oiher than cor:ec..on 0- 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

t tn ciihinii the drawinu correction; 

See 37 CFR 



Timing of Corrections 

AppUcatil is required to sub.r^.i the drawtng correct.otis v/ithintlg ^ 
t.mP period set in attached Otttce com.nun.cai.oi^ :>ee37CFl- 

1 .85(a) 

Failure to take corrective action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. 



